
Dear Prayer Team,

It’s hard to move around Columbus 
without bumping into internationals! 
Laurel took the pictures above in less 
than 10 minutes at a science museum. 
God has graciously brought 123,000 
foreign-born residents to our doorstep 
and is bringing more refugees weekly. 
The opportunities for sharing the love 
of  Christ with these people are limitless.

At this stage we are pursuing three ini-
tial strategies to build redemptive rela-
tionships with this diverse group:

Refugee Families

We’ve undergone a training and vetting 
process and have been approved by a 
relocation agency, which sponsors refu-
gees, to cosponsor our first family early 
next month. The agency said the family 
would most likely be Somali, Iraqi, or 
Bhutanese. But we’ll know more about 
them a week or so before they arrive. 

Please be praying now, that we will show them 
the love of  Christ as we work with them from 
their arrival at the airport through their first 
three months here and hopefully longer. 

The length of  time we spend with them 
after their initial three months here will 
depend on their need and the degree to 
which we connect relationally. We are 
hoping that overtime the relationship 
will not only develop redemptively but 
will also enable us to network into Co-
lumbus’s international neighborhoods.

International College Students

International students at OSU, Otter-
bein, and Columbus State all have the 
opportunity to sign up to receive an 
English conversation / friendship part-
ner. We have undergone training to 
serve as English /friendship partners 
and anticipate being paired with a stu-
dent couple or an individual next week. 
Our international partner could be an 
undergraduate, a graduate student or 
even a postdoctoral visiting scholar. 

Please pray we will be able to connect well with 
our friendship partners and that our friendship 
will be used to introduce them to the Lord and 
that they will take the gospel back to their 
homes. 

Making More Contacts

In the previous two ways of  reaching 
internationals, our contact is initially 
limited to small numbers. Meaningful 
relationships take time. But in order to 
cast a wider net, we are trying to build 
redemptive relationships through regu-
lar attendance at YMCA classes where 
we are the ethnic minority.

Please pray that God uses this effort to build 
meaningful redemptive relationships.

Your fellow servants,

Joshua & Laurel Louk

EVANGELISM
Please pray that the ef-
forts to build redemp-
tive relationships will 
flourish into genuine 
faith in the Savior.

DISCIPLESHIP
God has opened the 
opportunity for us to 
disciple an African cou-
ple. Please pray that 
they grow in the knowl-
edge of  their Savior.

LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING
Even in these early 
steps, we do not want to 
forget that we are work-
ing toward God build-
ing His church through 
the saving and training 
of  all nations to do the 
work of  the gospel. 
Please pray that we see 
this happen here and 
around the world!
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Prayer Requests

the Louk family
missionary church planters

&
To send financial support, 
you can call our mission at 

770-339-3500.


