
Strength from the Lord
1 Samuel 30:6 “David encouraged himself  in the LORD his God.”

Dear Praying Friends,

Half  a year has passed since we 
started pre-field ministry. The grueling 
nature of  constant travel accompanied by 
personal losses have made these six 
months challenging, especially because 
our desire is so strong to be reaching out 
to young Romanians. Twenty children 
new children are abandoned monthly in 
our target county alone, and we long to 
be telling them that there is a perfect 
Father in heaven who longs to adopt 
them into His family. 

And yet, God has made it clear that 
deputation is ministry too. What’s 
surprised us is that He’s shown that it’s 
not just about ministering to others. 
Deputation is also about the Lord 
ministering to us. He’s using this time to 
shape, teach, discipline, and prove 
Himself  as our loving and faithful Father.

In an attempt to share one lesson 
God has taught us, we liken our 
emotional stability to a bar graph with 
two bars. The bar for encouragement 
goes up as God sends in support, words of 
encouragement, or other pleasant 
surprises. Unfortunately, the bar for 
discouragement goes up when we 
experience personal loss, rejection, or 
disinterested responses. These bars seem 
to be constantly alternating, leaving us 
thankful for the Lord’s good gifts but ever 
hoping for more encouraging 
circumstances to overtake the 
discouraging circumstances.

Recently, we were challenged by an 
older bother in the Lord, Jerry Smith, to 
“encourage ourselves in the Lord” as 
David did in 1 Samuel 30:6. We should 

praise God for encouraging 
circumstances, but we should look 
directly to the source for encouragement 
rather than depending on His good gifts. 
What a wonderful and life altering lesson. 
When we keep our eyes fixed on the 
source of  all gifts, our emotions reflect 
eternal truth instead of  the instability of  
constantly changing circumstances. Our 
God is eternally and constantly good!

Please pray that we would find deep, 
consistent, abiding strength in the Lord.

Your fellow laborers,

Joshua and Laurel Louk

PRAYER REQUESTS

FOR THE ABANDONED 
CHILDREN AND TEENS 
OF ROMANIA
The Howerton’s are paving the 
way to reach these kids by 
forming relationships with 
orphanages and baby hospitals. 
Pray the Lord will lead in every 
step of our planning. 

PRE-FIELD MEETINGS 
AND CONFERENCES
Over the next 3 months we will 
travel through the mid-west and 
north-east states. Pray for travel 
safety,  for the Lord to use 
Joshua’s preaching,  for partner-
ships with like-minded churches, 
for members be added to our 
team  See our schedule at 
thegospelinaction.com

12 MORE MEETINGS AND 
35% MORE SUPPORT
Pray that, if the Lord wills, we 
would reach our goals of 50 
meetings and 50% support by the 
end of 2008.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
AND BIBLICAL 
THINKING 
We are more and more aware of 
how much we need to know 
God and His Word better. Pray 
that we will continually be 
seeking and obeying Him.
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19 Hillsborough Drive, Greenville, SC 29615
for weekly updates: http://thegospelinaction.com

Biblical Ministries Worldwide, 1595 Herrington Rd, Lawrenceville, GA 30043
to support: http://biblicalministries.org/support


